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ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


MARYLAND SYNOD. 


Waynessoroven, Franklin Co. Pa. October 16th, 1839. 


In compliance with a resolution passed at the last annual meeting of 
Synod, held at Cumberland, Md., October 1838, the clerical and lay 
members of this body assembled in Waynesborough, on Wednesday 
afternoon, and were hospitably received by the members of the con- 
gregation under the pastoral care of Rev. J.P. Cuine. In the evening, 
Rev. M. Wacurer delivered a discourse in the English language, on - 
the text, Luke 6: 43—45. 


FIRST SESSION.—Thursday Morning, 84 o'clock, Oct. 17. 


The members of the Synod assembled in the Lutheran Church, and 
united in singing a hymn, after which prayer was offered by the Se- 
cretary, in the absence of the President. 

The roll was called, and the members present answered to their 


names, The following i is a list of the ministers, at present. members 
of the Synod. | 


ORDAINED MINISTERS. 


. Rev. J. D. KURTZ, D. D. Baltimore. 
B. KURTZ, D. D. Baltimare, 
J. KEHLER. Cumberland. 
M. WACHTER, Middletown, 

J. WINTER, Clearspring, re 
« J.G. MORRIS, D. D. Baltimore. 
D. HAUER, Lovetteviilé, Va. 
J.P. CLINE, Smithsburg. 
C.F. SCHAFFER, Hagersiown, 
“~ W. HARKEY, Frederick. 
ll. J, HARPEL, Manchester. 
13. MARTIN, Martinsburg, Va, =a 
14. “ E, KELLER, Taneytown. 
5. “ D. HEILEG, Mount Carmel, Va, 
16. P. RIZER, Somerset, Pa. 


LICENTIATE: . 
17. C, STARTZMAN; Williamsport. 


* 
« + 
a 
. 
$4 
72 
he 
4 
4 
2 d 
. 
oF 
~ 
‘ 4 
‘ 
. 
| 3 
hal 
a 


4 
; 


The members who were absent during the whole of the sessions of 
Synod, were Rev. Dr. J. D. Kurtz, D. Haver, D. Heives, and P. 
Rizer,—all excused. In:addition to the congregations of the absent 
members, the Greencastle and the Boonsborough districts, both in con- 
nexion with this Synod, were not represented; the former during the 
past Synodical year having called the Rev. J. Marti, hitherto a mem- 
ber of the West Pennsylvania Synod, and the latter having remained 
vacant since the resignation of their late pastor, 

The lay-delegates presented the certificates of their appointment, 
and took their seats as members of this body. 


LAY-DELEGATES. 


Mr. WILLIAM WARD, Cumberland. 
“ GEORGE RAUZAHN, Middletown. 
‘“ FREDERICK SEYLER, Baltimore. 
“« JOHN BELL, Smithsburg district. 
* FREDERICK SEENER, Hagerstown. 
GEORGE MARTZ, Frederick. 
JACOB SHAFER, Manchester district. 
* JOSEPH EICHELBERGER, Woodsborough district. 
* GEORGE BYERS, Shepherdstown, Va. 
* ‘WILLIAM KNEPPER, Clearspring. 
« ISAAC BAUGHER, Taneytown. 
JOHN BAKER, Williamsport. 


_ The members who constitute the Synod having been thus ascer- 
tained, it was, on motion of Rev. J. P. Cuine, 

I, Resolved, That Synod stand adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M., at 
which time the annual election of officers shall be held. 

The session was closed with prayer by Rev. 8. W. Harkey. _ 

At 10 o’clock, A. M. the congregation assembled to attend public 
worship. As the President had not yet arrived, the Synodical sermon 
was not delivered. Rev. 8S. W. Harkey, preached on the subject of 
Revivals, one of the subjects penned to him at the last annual meet- 
ing. Text, Isaiah 60: 1. : 


SECOND SESSION.—Thursday 2 o'clock. 


After the session had been opened with singing and prayer, the Pre- 
sident, Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz, who had appeared and taken the chair, read 
his annual report. On motion, it was 

II. Resolved, That the report be accepted. (See Appendix A.) 

The annual election of officers of this body followed, agreeably to 
the constitution. The following were chosen:— 


Rev. Dr. B. KURTZ, President. “s 
SCHAEFFER, Secretary. 
“ .§. W. HARKEY, Treasurer. 
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Rev. J. Martin, of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of West Penn- 
sylvania; Rev. Mr. Gresser, of the German Reformed Church; and 
Rev. Mr. Dyson, of the Methodist Church, were introduced to Synod, 
and admitted as advisory members. 

On motion, it was 

Ill. Resolved, That the Secretary read the resolutions found in the 
proceedings of the last annual meeting of Synod. 

After the reading of said resolutions was finished, communications, — 
&c. intended for the Synod or ministerium, were oresebted to the Pre- 
sident, regularly numbered and classified, and referred to the following 
committees. 


Committees on Minutes, Papers, &c. 


lst Committee, on the President’s annual report—Rev. Messrs. Ken- 
LER and Wacurter, and Mr. F’, 

2d Committee, on papers 1, 2, 3, 4, and on the “Journal of the 19th 
annual session of the Synod of Maryland, ”-—Rev. Messrs. Morris and 
Cine, and Mr. F. SEener. 

3d Committee, on papers 5,6, and on the “Minutes of the Third 
General Convention of the Synod and Minjsterium of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Ohio,” “Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Ses- 
sion of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the West,” and “Articles 
of association for the establishment of the Lutheran ‘Pastors’ Fund, " 
Rev. Messrs. and Harpe, and Mr. G. Martz. 
4th Committee, on the “Proceedings of the Tenth convention of the 
General Synod,”—Rev. Messrs. Weiser and Martin, and Mr. J. Eica- 
ELBERGER. 

5th Committee, on paper 7, and on the “Proceedings of the Synod of 
Virginia,” “Minutes of the Synod of North Carolina,” and “Minutes 
of the Synod of New York,”—Rev. Messrs. Ke.ter and Winter, and 
Mr. G. Byers. . 

No copies of the minutes of the Synods of Pennsylvania,* West 
Pennsylvania, Hartwick, (the district Synods of) Ohio, or South Caro- — 
lina, were found on the table. 

Rev. C. Startzman, licentiate, handed to the President two manu- 
script sermons, and the journal of his ministerial acts, which were 
referred to 2d Committee, with instructions to present a separate report 
on them, at the session of the Ministerium. 

ap hatin of the preceding Synodical year, Rev. J. P. Ciing, 
presented his annual report, which was read, accepted and referred to a 
special committee, consisting of Rey. C. SranTzman | d Mr. J. 
BavuGHER. 

The Parochial reports which the Brethren respectively on in the 


order in which their names were called, are exhibited i in the following 
statistical table: 


* Several copies of the Synod of Pennsylvania arrived after the Maryland ied 
had adjourned. — 
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On motion, it was— 
IV. Resolved, That the consideration of the subject of vacant con- 
gregations be deferred until to-morrow. 


The Committee on the T'reasurer’s Report, 


Consisting of Rev. C. Starrzman, and Mr. I. Baucuer, having,con- 
cluded the examination of the necessary documents, presented near 
report, which was read and accepted. 

They reported as follows: “It appears from the Treasurer’s book, and 
the accompanying vouchers, that during the Synodical year, the receipts 
into the Treasury, from all sources, amounted to $87 693, and that the 


expenditures amounted to $59 874, leaving in the hands of the Trea- 
surer a balance of $27 82.” 


On motion, it was— 

V. Resolved, That this report, togethér 
be adopted. 

The Directors of the Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, appointed 
by this Synod, presented a written report, on the state of the Institu- 
tion, which was read and accepted. After a protracted discussion on 
the statements in the report, and on the present condition of the Semi- 
nary, Synod passed the following resolutions. 

VI. Resolved, That the report be referred to a special committee, 
whose duty it shall be to revise the report, and submit again the seve- 
ral subjects embraced in it, to the consideration of Synod. 

VII. Resolved, That the Committee be appuinted by Synod. | 

VIII. Resolved,) That the committee consist of Rev. Drs. B. Korrz 
and Morris, and. Mr I. Bavauer. . 


with the Treasurer’s report, 


24 COMMITTEE, . 


Consisting of Rev. Dr. Morris, Rev. Mr. Cuine, and Mr. F. Seener, 
reported in part. The report, as far as completed, was read and accepted. 

The Committee reported as follows: “the paper marked No. l,is a 
letter from Rev. R. Weiser, addressed to the President of this Synod, 
in which he states it to be his intention to visit the Western States, 
and solicits an appointment as Missionary, under the direction of this 
Synod,” 

“The paper, ‘marked No. 2, is the Missionary report of the Rev. R. 
Weiser, embracing a full account of his labors during the period of 
his Missionary tour, which occupied a period of almost three months. 
He preached between forty and fifty sermons, baptized three children, 
organized one Lutheran congregation, and collected $48 33. In addi- 
tion to this sum, he received $20 from the President. 

Synod ordered Mr. WeiseEr’s missionary report to be read, and on 
motion— | 

IX. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an extract 
from the repert, for publication in the Lutheran mop | 
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8 
The Committee, appointed by the President, consists of Rev, Messrs. 
Harkey and Cuinp, and Mr. W. Knepper. | 
Adjourned until the conclusion of the evening service. Prayer by 
Rev. R. Weiser. At 6 o’clock, Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz, delivered the 
Synodical sermon. Text, 2 Cor. 12—14, 


THIRD SESSION.—Thursday Evening, 8 o'clock, 
After service, the Synod resumed its business. The— 


COMMITTEE 


Presented the conclusion of their report, which was read and accepted. 

The Committee reported in continuation: “paper, marked No. 3, is a 
letter from Rev. F. Rururaur, Secretary of the Pennsylvania Synod, 
in which he invites the attentiofi of this body to a resolution passed by 
that Synod, in relation to a proposed alteration and improvement of our 
German Liturgy, and states that the Synod of Pennsylvania requests 
this Synod to appoint a Committee to confer on this important subject, 
with a similar Committee already appointed on their part.” 

On motion, Synod adopted the resolution proposed by the second 
Committee, as follows: 

X. Resolved, That as the members of a Committee on the Liturgy, 
appointed by the General Synod, have already entered upon their 
duties, and as they are prepared to act in unison with the Committee 
appointed for the same purpose by the Pennsylvania Synod, the whole 
subject be referred to said Committee of the General Synod. 

It appears from the Minutes of the Eighth Convention, (page 13,) 
and of the Ninth Convention, (page 21,) of the General Synod, that 
said Committeg consists of Rev. Drs. Morris, Bacuman, and Krautna, 
and Rev. Messrs. J. Z. Rotrurock, C. F. and 
B. 

The second Committee reported further: “No. 4, is an official letter 
from Rev. Samue. Rorturock, Secretary of the Synod of North Caro- 
lina, in which the Synod express their feelings of friendship and broth- 
erly love for us. They regret that Brother Harkey, our delegate to 
that body, found it impracticable to attend their meeting, but ‘were 
gratified with the letter which he had addressed tothem. They refer 
to their Proceedings for 4 statement of the condition of our Church 
within the bounds of their Synod. They mention that new congrega- 
tions have been. organized, and that several newly erectéd houses of 
worship were dedicated during the month of September; that special 
Conferences are frequently held; that the result has been the awaken- 
ing of the impenitent, and the edification of believers; that unanimity 
of sentiment and harmony of action on all essential points exist among 
their Ministers, and that a more expansive liberality to the benevolent 
institutions of the Church is beginning to be manifested a their peo- 
ple.” On motion of the Committee, it was— 
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XI. Resolved, That in answer to the letter of Rev. S. Rorurocn, 
the Secretary of this body address a letter to the Synod of North Caro- 
lina, reciprocating their fraternal gratulations, and transmitting our 
cordial wishes for their continued success in the work of the Lord. 

The Second Committee reported in conclusion; “the minutes of the 
last meeting of our Synod, which have been referred to us, have been 
examined; we find therein no items of unfinished business, and have 
hence nothing further to report.” 

The whole Report of the Second Committee, having received the 
final action of Synod, was then adopted. 


Adjourned to Friday morning, 8 o’clock. Prayer by Rev. J. Harpe. 


FOURTH SESSION.—Friday Morning, 8 o'clock. 


Opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. Morais. 

After the minutes had been read, Rev. C. Marvin laid on the table 
three manuscript (German) sermons of Rev. Four, deceased, 
which had been transmitted to him in order to be presented to Synod, 
with the request, that this body would give an expression of sentiment, 
on the expediency of preparing for publication a volume of sermons 
selected from the number found among the papers of the writer. 

On motion, it was— 

XII. Resolved, That a Committee he appointed to receive the manu- 
scripts, and report on the whole subject before the final adjournment of 
Synod. 

Rev. Messrs. Keuuer and Kener, were appointed a committee for 
this purpose. 


ist COMMITTEE, 


Consisting of Rev. Messrs. Kenter and Wacurer, and Mr. F. Sey- 
Ler, to whom the President’s annual report had been referred, presented 
a report, which was read by order of Synod, and on motion, it was— 

XIII. Resolved, That the report be returned to the Committee, with 
instructions both to notice more fully in a second report the several 
subjects to which the Rev. President has directed the attention of 
Synod, and also to embody in their report a series of sik Aemane reso- 
lutions, for the ultimate action of Synod. 


3 COMMITTEE, 


Consisting of Rev. Messrs. Harkey and Harpet, and Mr. G. Martz, 
presented their report, which was read and accepted. 

The Committee reported as follows: “No. 5, is a letter from Rev. D. 
Haver, addressed to the President of this Synod, in which he states, 
that he and his family have been, and are still suffering from severe: 
indisposition, in consequence of which he is prevented from attending 
the present Synod.” The following resolution, offered by the commit- 
tee, was passed: 

XIV, Resolved, That the absence of Rev. D. Has be excused, and 

2 


~ 
a 9 
- 
? 
> 
4 
> 
»” 
oy 
4 
é 
*, 
3 ‘ 
{ 
4 
a 
J 
; 
4° 
~ 
x 
roy 
a 
¢ ad ‘ 
“a 
4 
a ‘ j 
A 


10 


that we tender him the assurances of our sympathy, and of our sincere 
desires to learn that he and his family, after their long-continued afflic- 
tion, have in the good Providence of God, been restored. 

The third Committee reported further: “No. 6, is a communication 
from Dr. Wm. M. Kemp, of Baltimore, in which he tenders his resig- 
nation as Director of the Seminary.” On this point, Synod— 

XV. Resolved, That the resignation of Dr. Kemp, hitherto a Direc- 
tor of the Seminary, be accepted. 

The Committee continued: “from the Minutes of the Third Gene- 
ral Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the State of 

* Ohio,” which have been referred to us, we learn that this body is com- 
posed of three district Synods, viz. the Eastern, Western, and English 
Synods of Ohio. It held its third triennial session in Columbus, Ohio, 
on the 27th and following days of May, A. D. 1839. Thirty-three 
Ministers, and twenty-two Lay-delegates were present. The officers 

are: Rev. C. HENKEL, President. 
J.J. FAST, Secretary. 
‘Mr. M. NEU, Treasurer. 


Among the most interesting of their proceedings are those which 
relate to the Seminary at Columbus. They have presented a full 
report on the state of the Institution, addressed a Circular to the 
Churches in reference to it, appointed agents to make collections and 
obtain subscriptions for it, and are making efforts to erect an English 
Professorship in it. These evidences of the enbightened zeal of the 
Synod we regard with high gratification, and sincerely hope that great 
success may attend their religious enterprises. They have also appointed 
a committee to prepare a Liturgy for the use of their Synod, and another 
to. report a Constitution for a General Synod, to be composed of dele- 

gates. from the district Synods. They have resolved to give more 
attention to Catechetical Instruction, especially in reference to the lec- 
tures preparatory to Confirmation, which course we consider worthy of 
imitation. Another committee was appointed to confer with the Ger- 
man Reformed Brethren of Ohio, in reference to a Union of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran and German Reformed Churches. We are not fully 
assured that we understand correctly the statistical table inserted in 
these minutes, as no special mention is made of the extent of territory 
which it comprehends, and have therefore concluded to omit a detailed 
notice of it. The licenses of G. Wacker and J. J. Branpsterrner 
were not renewed, and consequently they are no longer members of the 
Synod. Our Brethren in Ohio are beginning to introduce more gene- 
_ rally than in former times, the English language, wherever it is needed, 
and to give more attention to the cause of Education and Missions, 
which are certainly most favorable indications. of their spirit. Their 
_ proceedings in general are of a most interesting character. 
We have also examined the “Proceedings of the Fourth Annual 
- Session of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the West, held in Mt. 
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Gilead Church, Harrison county. Ia,” This Synod is at present com- 
of fourteen ministers, scattered over several of the Western 
States. The officers are: 


Rev. WM. JENKINS, President. 
“ GEORGE YEAGER, Secretary. 
LEHMANOWSKY, Treasurer. 


Their statistical reports are as follows: Congregations 13, Baptisms, 
Infants 198, Adult 1, Confirmed 64, Communicants 986, Deaths 41, 
Sunday Schools 7; collected for Synod $51 10. They formed a Mis- 
sionary Socicty, with a view to supply in some degree the pressing 
religious wants within their own bounds. Their proceedings evince 
much zeal and devotedness in the Master’s cause; and when the many 
and great difficulties with which they are called to contend are taken 
into consideration, their past efforts are evidences of great industry and 
fidelity to the cause which they have espoused. 

The Committee have also examined the “Articles of association for 
the establishment of the Lutheran Pastors’ Fund,” and are of opinion 
that this is an able and valuable document. They recommend it to the 
respectful and serious consideration of the Brethren. There appears, 
however, to be something undefined and incomplete in Remark 3, 
appended tothe “‘T'able, shewing the amount,” &c. and think the atten- 
tion of the friends of the association should be called to it. 

The several topics introduced in the report, having been discussed, 
the whole report was finally adopted. 

The fourth Committee presented a report, which was ordered to be 
read, and on motion, Synod— 

XVI. Resolved, That the report be returned to the Committee, and — 
that they be requested to present a second report, before the final ad- 
journment of Synod. The special Committee, consisting of Rev. 
Drs. B. Kurtz and Morris, and Mr. J. Bavcrer, to whom the report 
of the Directors had been referred, presented a report, agreeably to Re- 
solution VI. which was read and accepted, and on motion, it was— ., 

XVII. Resolved, That the report of the Directors, with the amend- 
ments of the special Committee, be adopted, and inserted 1 in the minutes. | 


Report on the Gettysburg Theological Seminary: : 


The undersigned, appointed by the Synod of Maryland, as Directors 
of the Theological Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
located at Gettysburg, Pa. beg leave, agreeably to the instructions of 
Synod, to submit the following as their annual report: me el 

During the Synodical year which has now expired, this Institution 
of our Church has prospered as in formér years, and fully sustained 
its character in regard to its Professors.and its students. - The state of 
piety has been more encouraging during this summer than usual, the 
Seminary having shared in some measure in the revival that blessed 
Pennsylvania College. Several cases of conversion occurred among 


P a 
- 
+ 
+ 
5 
4 
4 
a 
4 
> 
rh 
« 
“es 
‘ 
4 
* 
« 
% 
7. 
e 
i 
q 
Cra 
“a 
4 
of 
> 
A 
* 
‘ 
Mie 
: 
4 
nb 
. 
4 
x pe 


12 


the students boarding in the Seminary edifice, but still pursuing their 
studies in the College. These. were young men, who, though profes- 
sors of religion, found, during the searching of hearts which usually 
takes place in a revival, that they still needed those clear and satisfac- 
tory evidences of a change of heart, which are indispensable to solid. 
hopes and permanent peace of mind, and they felt more deeply than 
ever the importance of making a full surrender of themselves to God. 

The moral deportment and literary attainments of the students, as 
they were represented in the reports of the Professors, and as they 
appeared at the examinations which your Directors personally attended, 
were not only satisfactory but highly gratifying to them. 

At the meeting of the Board in April last, the Rev. H. I. Smirn was 
elected Professor of the German Language and Literature, and it was | 
made his duty to give at least two lessons a week in this department. 4 
The other Professors continue their usual course of instruction. I 

The number of young men pursuing their studies in the Institution, 
at the last meeting of the Board, a few weeks ago, was fifteen. The 
whole number connected with it during the year has been (wenty-one. 

The number of those who have left the Institution during the year 
is siz, five of whom have entered upon the active duties of the minis- 
try in different sections of our Church; and one has hitherto been pre- 
vented from doing so, by sickness. 

There are at present in Pennsylvania College, as nearly as we could 
ascertain, sixty-five young men, who intend to study Theology; viz. 
Seniors, eleven, (the Seniors graduated at the last commencement, and 
most of them will enter the Seminary next session;) Juniors, three; 
Sophomores, eleven; Freshmen, eleven; Jrregulars, three; and in the 
Preparatory department, twenty-six. If these sixty-five be added to. 
the fifteen at present in the Seminary, we have the number of eighty 
young men, now in various stages of preparation for the ministry in, 
our Church, connected with the two Institutions. 

With regard to the state of the finances, the Directors would observe, 
that not having the necessary vouchers to make a full and correct 
report, they concluded to state in general terms only, that the Semi- 
nary is in debt. They would, however, respectfully call the attention 
of Synod to the state of the funds of the Seminary, and express the 
hope that some efficient action may be taken on this subject by this 
body. Our Seminary has done nobly, and it is now too late to decide 
the question, whether or not we will sustain it, It must be sus- 
tained. 


submitted, 
J. p. CLINE, 
| Waynesborough, Pa. Oct. 1839. 
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5th COMMITTEE, 


Consisting of Rev. Messrs. Ketter and WinTER, and Mr. G. Byers, 
presented their report, which was read and accepted. The Committee 
reported as follows: 

“The paper marked No. 7, is a letter from the Church Council of 
the Evangelical Lutheran congregation at Shepherdstown, containing 
an invitation to Synod to hold its next annual meeting in their midst.” 
The Committee suggest, in accordance with the usage of Synod, that. 
said letter lie on the table, till Synod proceed to the choice of a place 
for its next annual meeting. 

The Committee have also examined the “Proceedings of the Synod 
of Virginia,” which body assembled at Zion’s Church, Roanoke county, 
Va. on the 20th of May, 1839. It consists of thirteen clerical mem- 
bers, three of whom were absent. The officers are as follows: 


Rey. J. B. DAVIS, President. 
STORK, Secretary. 
« T. MILLER, Treasurer. 

Their statistics, as reported, are: Congregations 28; Baptisms 150; 
Confirmed 176; Communicants 1277; Sunday Schools 9; Prayer 
Meetings 9. Nothing appears in this document appertaining to this 
body, except an expression of regret at the non-appearance of our dele- 
gate or a letter from him. The zeal of these brethren is commenda- 
ble, and their congregations appear to be in a flourishing condition. 

The following eeeeretins, | offered in this place by the Costenatittie was 
adopted: 

XVIII. Resolved, That delegates appointed from this body to sister 
Synods, are expected either to attend their meetings in person, or ad- 
dress a letter to them. 

The Committee proceed: they have also examined the “Minutes of 
the Synod of North Carolina,” from which it appears that said body 
consists of fourteen clerical members. The officers are as follows: 


Rev. W. ARTZ, President. 
§. ROTHROCK, Secretary. 
Col. J. SHIMPOCH, T'reasurer. 

The statistics are as follows: Congregations 22; Baptisms—Infants, 
322; Adults 11; Confirmed 190; Communicants 1641; Deaths 46. The 
Brethren of this Synod seem to be very active in promoting the cause 
of Religion, and the Church within their bounds is in a flourishing 
condition. 

The Committee have also examined the “Minutes of the Synod of 
New York,” which assembled on the 8th of September, 1838. This 
efficient and learned body consists of twenty clerical members. The | 
officers are as follows: een 


DR. WACKERHAGEN, President. 
C, A. SMITH; Secretary... 
GEISSENHAINER, Preaturer, 


« 
4 
pie 
: 
4 
. 
7 
y 
& 
> 
4 
4 
* 
ar 
ai 
™ 
* 
RE 
‘ 
2? 
. 
¢ 
e 
> 
« 
. aa 
4 
i 
+ 
i 


‘ 


=>. 


= 


- = 


— 


- <- a - 


14 


Their statistical table gives the following result: Congregations 34; 
Baptisms—Infants, 1204; Adults 23; Confirmed 303; Communicants 
4755. Nothing appears in the minutes that von require the action 


of this body. 


The report of the Eecanibies having received the final action of 
Synod, was adopted. 

Rev, C. Martin, who had been appointed at the last daniel modting 
of Synod, as delegate to the Pennsylvania Synod, reported verbally, 
that he had discharged the duty assigned to him; that he met with the 
most friendly reception on the part of the members of that highly 
respected body; and that he had been in an unusual degree gratified by — 
the proceedings of said Synod, which were characterized by a high 
degree of Christian zeal and brotherly love. 


Election of Directors of the Seminary. 


On motion, Synod— 

XIX. Resolved, That two members of the Board of Directors of 
the Gettysburg Synod, be now elected to supply the vacancies which 
have occurred in the number chosen by this Synod. 

Rev. Dr. Morris was elected, to serve for five years, in the place of 
Rev. M. Wacuater, whose term of service had expired, and Mr. Isaac 
Baveuer, of Emmittsburg, was elected, to serve for four years, the unex- 
pired term of Dr. Kemp, who had resigned. (For the list, &c. see Ap- 
pendix B.) 

On motion, Synod passed the following resolutions: , . 

XX. Resolved, That the wants of the Lutheran Church call for a 
work comprising the following parts: (1) A historical sketch, of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Europe and America; (2) The first 
five parts, and the seventh and eighth parts of Luther’s smaller cate- 
chism, published by the General Synod; (3) The Augsburg Confes- . 
sion; (4) The Formula for the government and discipline of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church; (5) A collection of Hymns spinel for 
Catechetical Lectures; the whole not exceeding two hundred page 

X XI. Resolved, That if any one of our Brethren publish a an. 
executed work of this description, it shall receive the patronage of this 


- Synod, and in the opinion of this Synod, it would undoubtedly meet 


with a ready sale in the Church at large. 

The attention of Synod was called, by the President, to the urgent 
religious wants of the German emigrants now residing on the Point at 
Baltimore. On motion, Synod passed the following resolutions: — 

XXII. Resolved, That a Committee consisting of five members, of 
which the President of this body shall be chairman, be appointed by 
Synod, to devise suitable means for supplying the religious wants of 
the German emigrants now residing on the Point at Baltimore, a 
that they report during the afternoon session, = 

XXIII. Resolved, That Rev. Drs. Kurtz and Morris, Rev. s. 
W. Harkey, and Messrs. Bett. and Ravzaun constitute the 
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In order to afford the Education Society an opportunity for holding 
a session, Synod adjourned, to meet at 2 o’clock, P. M. reyes by Rev. 
J. Martin. (See Appendix C. 1. ) 


FIFTH SESSION.—Friday Afternoon, 2 o'clock. 


Opened with prayer by Rev. M. WacnrTer. 
Rev. J. N. Horrman, delegate to this body, from the West Penn- 


sylvania Synod, and Rev. Professor Jacoss, of the same Synod, were 
seneoenees and admitted as advisory members. | 


THE GERMAN EMIGRANTS AT BALTIMORE. 


The Committee, appointed to devise suitable means for supplying 
the religious wants of the German emigrants on the Point, at Balti- 
more, agreeably to ‘Resolution XXII, presented their report, which 
was read and accepted. 

The Committee stated, that the following tedobations exhibited, in 
their opinion, the best means for accomplishing the object in view; 
after having been discussed, they were adopted. 

XXIV. Resolved, That all the unappropriated funds remaining in 
the Treasury of the Synod, shall be applied to the support of a Mis- 
sionary, who shall labor exclusively among the German emigrants on 
the Point, at Baltimore. 

XXV. Resolved, That all the Ministers of this Synod, be requested 
to hold collections in their respective charges, during the present year, 
in order to procure funds, for the purpose above specified; and that a 
Committee be appointed by Synod, whose duty it shall be, to endeavour . 
to obtain additional pecuniary aid, if necessary, from the funds of the 
Central Missionary Society. 

XXVI. Resolved, That said Committee be invested with discre- 
tionary power, to select and appoint a Missionary, and appropriate the 
funds so collected, to the general object in view. 

On motion, it was, in addition— 

XXVII. Resolved, That the said Committee consist of Rev. Drs. 
J.D. Kurtz, B, Kurtz, and Morais, and Mr. Peter Saverweu. 


4th COMMITTEE, 


Consisting of Rey. Messrs. Weiser and Martin, and Mr. J. Eacnen- 
BERGER, agreeably to Resolution X VI, popescted a eonoud report, which . 
was read and accepted. They reported: 

The General Synod, the minutes of uihich were referred to the 
Committee, held its tenth General Convention at Chambersburg, Pa. 
June, 1839. The number of members in attendance was unusually 
large. The officers are asfollows: |. att 


Rev. Dr. HAZELIUS, President, 


© MORRIS, Secretary: 
Mr. SAMUEL BUEHLER, Treasurer. 
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“A number of interesting and important documents are found in these 
minutes, among which, may be specified the reports on the Theological 
Seminary, the Education Society, the Missionary Society, &e, &c. 

“We learn from Resolution XII, that the General Synod recom- 
mends to the serious consideration of the several Synods connected 
with it, the ‘New Plan of Apostolic Protestant Union,’ by 8S. 8S. 
Scamucker, D, D., and we would recommend this subject to the notice 
of this Synod.” 

The following resolution, proposed by the Committee, was passed: 

XXVIII. Resolved, That this Synod adopt the following Resolu- 
tion (XI.) passed by the General Synod: “Resolved, That this Synod 
approve of the several features of the plan of Union proposed in Pro- 
fessor S. S. Scumecxer’s Appeal to the American Churches, and 
regard them as consistent with the principles of the New Testament.” 

The report of the Committee, having received the final action of 
Synod, and assumed the above form, was adopted. 

Mr. Borcuers, a German, who had recently arrived in this country, 
was introduced to Synod, and made application for licensure, which, 
agreeably to the provision of the Constitution, was referred to the 
Ministerial session. Rev. Mr. Miuis, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was also introduced to Synod, and admitted as an advisory 
member. 


The first Committee, on the President’s Annual Report, 


Consisting of Rev. Messrs. Kenter and Wacurer, and Mr. F. Sey- 
Ler, who had been instructed to report more fully, agreeably to Reso- 
lution XIII, presented their second report, which was read and accepted. 

The Committee, after referring to several subjects introduced in the 
President’s report, which had already received the final action of 


Synod, proceed as follows: 


“Another item of the President’s annual report, relates to one of the 
students of Pennsylvania College, who had received pecuniary aid 
under the impression that he designed to prepare himself for the Min- | 
istry, but who has since attached himself to the profession of law.” | 

On motion, Synod— 

XXIX. Resolved, That Dr. Girzert, of Gettysburg, Pa. be hereby 
authorized to adopt the necessary measures, to recover from the indi- 
vidual to whom allusion is made by the Committee, all the funds hith- 


erto granted to him, together with the legal interest which end since 
accrued. 

“The next item, is a suggestion of the President, concerning the 
expediency of changing the day of the annual meeting of — from 
Thursday to Saturday.” On motion, Synod— 

XXX. Resolved, That at the next annnal. meeting of Synod, the 
members assemble at the appointed place on Saturday, and that the 
stapding rule which designates Thursday, be ‘hereby rescinded. 
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“The Committee find another. item of importance in that part of the 
President’s report, which refers tu pious laymen of our church, whoare 
somewhat advanced in life, and who would devote themselves to the 
ministry, if suitably encouraged. On this subject your committee con- 
cur in opinion with the President, and would recommend it to the serious 
consideration of this body.” 

In reference to that part of the report of the committee, which related 
to the notice taken by the President of the Book Company, the following 
resolutions were adopted: 

XXXI. Resolved, That this Synod has entire confidence in the 
practicability of the contemplated enterprize, and recommend it to the 
cordial support of the church at large. 

_ XXXII. Resolved, That we recommend to the Directors of the 
Book Company to prosecute their measures with zeal, and that we 
hereby give them the assurance of our active eo-uperatien. 

In reference to that part of the report of the committee which related 
to the notice taken by the President of the proposed plan for procuring 
German missionaries from Europe, the following resolutions were 
adopted: 

XXXIII. Resolved, That a committee be appointed, who with the 
committees already appointed by the Synods of Pennsylvania, West 
Pennsylvania and New York, shall constitute a Central Committee, 
for the promotion of the Redeemer’s Kingdom among the German 
population in the West. : 

XXXIV. Resolved, That Rev. Drs. B. Kurz and Morris be ap- 
pointed the Committee. | 

In reference to the succeeding parts of the report, the following reso- 
lutions were adopted : 

XXXV. Resolved, That this Synod appoint a day of humiliation 
and prayer. 

XXXVI. Resolved, That next Good-Friday, (April 17th, 1840,) be 
the day. 

XXXVII. Resolved, That as the most favorable results have at- 
tended the holding of Special Conferences, the ministers of this Synod 
hold such meetings as often as practicable. 

“In conclusion, your Committee would remark, that the account of 
the state of religion, within the bounds of this Synod, as exhibited in 
the President’s report, is of an encouraging nature; they would also 
remark that mention is made by the President of the frequent occur- 
rence of revivals, which they regard as gratifying intelligence. They 


are also gratified to learn that the ‘Lutheran Observer’ is increasing 


in usefulness, and that the list of subscribers to it is receiving constant 
accessions. Your Committee would still recommend it to the patron-. 
age of the Church.” 

Agreeably to the of the Committee, Synod— 
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XXXVIII. Resolved, That the annual report of the President be 
adopted, and appended to the proceedings of this body. (Appendix A.) 
~The whole report of the first Committee, having received the final 
action of Synod, was adopted. 


VACANT CONGREGATIONS. 


The consideration of the subject of vacant congregations, which had 
been deferred by Resolution 1V. was resumed. Mr. — Baker, com- 


missioner from the Boonsborough district, was introduced to Synod, 
and stated that he had been deputed by the congregations composing 
said district, to inform this body, that since the removal of the Rev. 
S. Oswap they had been unable to obtain the services of another Pas- 

tor, and also to solicit Synod to afford such a supply of their religious 
pon Don as may be at the disposal of this body. It was hence, on motion, 

XXXIX. Resolved, That Rev. Messrs. Wacuter, Cine, Scnatr- 
rer, Harkey, Martin, StrartzMan and Gipson be requested to preach 
as often as their engagements will permit, in the several congregations 
composing the Boonsborough district, until the latter obtain a Pastor. 

The following resolution was adopted in reference to the congrega- 
tions specified in it: 

XL. Resolved, That Synod hereby recommends to the congrega- 
tions worshipping in Emanuel’s, Benjamin’s and Winter’s Churches 
respectively, to form themselves into a new pastoral district, and would 
also recommend to the present Pastors of these congregations to take 
measures to effect this object. 

On motion of Rev. C. Martin, it was 

“XLII. Resolved, That the Gerardstown congregation be placed 
under the care of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of Virginia. 

No other vacant congregations having been reported, a letter from 
Rev. D. Heiic, of Mount Carmel, Va., directed to the Synod, was 
presented and ordered to be read. This brother prayed Synod to ex- 
cuse his absence, the causes of which he stated, and furnished his 
parochial report. After being discussed, Synod adopted the following 
resolutions : 

XLII. Resolved, That the excuse of the Rev. D. Herc be ac- 
cepted. 

XLII. Resolved, That this Synod transmit to him $20, from the 
unappropriated fands 1 in the treasury, in consideration of the very inade- 
quate support which he receives from his congregations. 

XLIV. Resolved, That the President address a letter to the congre- 
gations composing the pastoral charge of Rev. D. Hei.ic, and admon- 
ish them to support their Pastor more strictly in accordance with the 
claims of common justiée. | 

XLV. Resolved, That the President be hereby instructed to address 
a letter to Rev. D. Hetuie also, indicative of the general views enter- 


tained by Synod on the whole case, as expressed during the discussion 
of the subject. 
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The Annual Contributions to the Synodical Treasury, 


From the several congregations under the care of this Synod were 
called for, and paid by the lay-delegates in attendance, as follows: 


~ Mr. William Ward, Cumberland, - - $5 00 
* Geo. Rauzahn, Middletown, - - - 500 .- 
“ Fred. Seyler, Baltimore, - - - 10 00 
John Bell, Smithsburg, - - - 1000 
“ Fred. Seener, Hagerstown, - - - 5 00 
* Geo. Martz, F'rederick, - 
* Jus. Eichelberger, Woodsborough, - - 5 00 
Geo. Byers, Shepherdstown, - 
‘Wm. Knepper, Clearspring, 5 00 
* Isaac Baugher, T'aneytown, - - - 6 00 
* John Baker, Williamsport, - - - 12 00 

$78 00 


The President announced that Synod would proceed to choose a 
place for the next annual meeting, and invitations were received from 
the Frederick, Manchester, Williamsport and Shepherdstown congre- 
gations. 

An election was held, and the President announced that Manchester, 
Carroll Co. Md., had been chosen as the place in which the next an- 
nual meeting of Synod shall be held. 

On motion, it was 

XLVI. Resolved, That the time shall be the Saturday preceding the 
third Sunday in October, A. D. 1840. 

The Committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Ketter and Keates, to 
whom the manuscript sermons of Rev. — Fiour had been referred, 
agreeably to Resolution XII. presented a report, as follows: 

“ These sermons appear to possess some merit, and may be found 
profitable by attentive readers ; nevertheless we deem it inexpedient to 
advise their publication.” On motion, it was 

XLVI. Resolved, That this report be adopted, as expressive of the 
sense of the Synod on the subject. 

It was, on motion, 
XLVIII. Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to make a new 
arrangement of the several conference districts of this Synod, and that 

said Committee report before the final adjournment of Synod. 

The President appointed Rev. Messrs. Harpe. and Martin as the 
Committee. 

It was, on motion, 

XLIX. Resolved, That Synod adjourn until to-morrow morning at 
8 o’clock, and that the Ministerium hold a session immediately after 
the conclusion of divine service this evening. 

The session was closed with prayer by Rev. J. Winter. 
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At 6 o’clock, P. M., Rev. Dr. Morris delivered a discourse, on the 
text, Acts, 8: 37. After the conclusion of public worship, the congre- 
gation was dismissed, and the Ministerium held a session. 


MINISTERIAL SESSION. 
Friday Evening, 8 o'clock. 

The session having been opened with prayer by Rev. J. P. Cuine, 
the President stated that Mr. Borcuers, an applicant for licensure, who 
was present by invitation, had placed in his hands a letter addressed to 
the President of this Ministerium, by Rev. B. Kever, President of the 
West Pénnsylvania Synod, and also a communication from the Church 
Council of the German congregation, at Washington, D. C., in which 
they petition this body to license and ordain Mr. Borchers. These do- 
cuments were read by order of the Ministerium. Mr. Borcuers laid 
several of his sermons on the table for inspection. 

The Ministerium then held a colloquium with Mr. Borcuers, con- 
ducted in the German language, in’ reference to his personal history, 
literary acquirements, motives for seeking the holy office, and theolo- 
gical views. At the conclusion he withdrew, the brethren severally 
expressed their views on the whole case, as submitted to them, and the 
Ministerium, on motion, 

[I.] Resolved. That the Rev. President, and Rev. Mr. Hzszert, of 
Baltimore, be requested to proceed to the City of Washington at as 
early a period as convenient, agreeably to the invitation of Mr. Bor- 
cHprRs, and that they be, and hereby are authorized to license and install 
him as Pastor of the German congregation of said city, in case they 
personally receive full and satisfactory testimonials of his moral con- 
duct, and ministerial deportment; provided that, he engage to prose- 
cute his theological studies under the direction of the President, and 
that the congregation aforesaid, be desirous of placing itself under the 
care of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of Maryland. 

|II.] Resolved, That Mr. Borcuers be, and hereby he is, authorized 
to continue as heretofore to preach for said congregation, until the afore- 
said Committee appear at Washington to carry into effect the foregoing 


resolution. 


Fhe Committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Kenter and Wacnarter, 
to whom the sermons and journal of Rev. C. Startzman, Licentiate, had 
been referred, reported as follows: 

« Phe Committee have carefully examined the sermons and journal, 
and are gratified in being enabled to report that the former are well writ- 
ten, and of a practical nature, exhibiting in their composition conside- 
rable knowledge of the rules of sermonizing, and that the latter is care- 
fully prepared, and evinces that the writer is industriously engaged in 
the cause of his Master, in preaching, in holding prayer-meetings, and 
in pastoral visitation.” In reference to this case, the Ministerium 
adopted the following Resolutions, after the adoption of the report: 
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[11!.] Resolved, That the license of the Rev. C. Starrzman be re- 
newed; and that he be ordained hereafter, in his own congregation. 

[IV.] Resolved, That the President appoint a Committee of ordina- 
tion, and that they ordain Rev. C. Srarrzman, at a time to be desig- 
nated by themselves. 

The President subsequently appointed Rev. Messrs. snr, Mar- 
Tin and Kenier as the Committee. 

A letter from Rev. P. Rizer was read, in which he states the causes 
of his absence, prays to be excused, gives his parochial report, and 
applies for a letter of honorable dismission from the Maryland Synod, 
_ from the circumstance that the congregation of which he is now Pas- 
tor, (Somerse., Pa.) has always been under the care of the Synod of 
West Pennsylvania. The application of Rev. P. Rizer for a letter of 
dismission, led to a very general expression of sentiment on the ques- 
tion, whether it be expedient and just to grant the privilege to brethren 
who reside near the boundary lines, of consulting their own conveni- 
ence and the wishes of their congregations on the subject, or to require 
them to be guided solely by geographical limits, in connecting them- 
selves either with the West Pennsylvania or with the Maryland Sy- 
nod ; the case of the Greencastle district, which presented some paral- 
lel features, having been introduced during the discussion of the gene- 


ral question, the Ministerium took the following order on the whole 
subject : 


[V.] Resolved, That the absence of Rev. P. Rizrr be excused, and 
that, at his own request, the President transmit to him a letter of ho- 
norable dismission from this Synod, addiessed to the Synod of West 
Pennsylvania. 

And whereas, the Rev. J. Martin, formerly of Willismaburg, Pa., 


has recently taken charge of the congregations composing the Green- 
castle district, and whereas, his two immediate predecessors were 
members of this Synod, and their congregations are in part within the 
_ boundaries of Maryland, and have been under the eare of this Synod, 
therefore, be it 

[VI.] Resolved, That, in our opinion, the West Pennsylvania Sy- 
nod should leave it to the option of Rev. J. Martin, either to continue 
in connexion with said body, or attach himself to the Synod of Mary- 
land, 


The business of the Ministerium having been finished, the session 
was closed with prayer by Rev. M. WacuTer. 


SIXT'H SESSION.—Saturday Morning, 8 o’clock. 


Opened with prayer by Rev. S..W. Harkey, after which the Secre- 
tary read the minutes of the sessions of the preceding day. 

Synod, on motion, passed the following resolutions: 

L. Resolved, that 500 copies of the minutes of this Synod be printed, 


and be distributed among the members, and sister Synods, in the usual 
proportions. 
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LI, Resolved, That the following members be appointed, as delegates 


to sister Synods. 
' 1, To the Synod of Pennsylvania,—Reyv. Dr. B. Korvz; alternate, 
Rev. C. F, Scnarrer. 

2. Tothe Synod of West Pennsylvania,—Rev. J Ken.en; alternate, 
Rev. Dr. B. Kurrz. | 

3. To the Synod of--Virginia,—Rev, C. Martin. 

4. North Carolina,—Rey. 8. W. Harkey. 

5. To the Maryland Classis of the German Reformed Church,— 
Rev. J. 


Conference I Districts. 


The committee, consisting of Rev. C. Martin and Rev. J. Harve; 


to whom the duty had been assigned of preparing a new arrangement 


of the Conference districts of this Synod, agreeably to resolution 
XLVIII, presented their report, which was read and accepted. Synod, 
in accordance with their recommendation, 

LII. Resolved, That the following classification of the Conference 
districts be adopted. 


1. Baltimore. | 
2. Frederick, Taneytown, Woodsborough and Manchester. 


3. Middletown, Boonsborough, Lovettsville and Martinsburg. 

4. Hagerstown, Smithsburg, Greencastle and Middleburg. 

5. Clearspring, Williamsport, Cumberland and Mount Carmel. 

The following resolutions (LIII—LXI1) were submitted by Rev. S 
W. Harkey, and after being severally considered, were adopted. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. " 


LIII. Resolved, That this Synod continues to place entire confidence 
in the plans and operations of that noble institution, the American Bible 
Society; that we cherish for it the highest regard, and cordially and 
earnestly recommend it to the support of the members of our church. 

LIV. Resolved, That as the efforts of this institution to circulate the 
scriptures in foreign lands have been eminently successful, and are most 
clearly attended by the blessing of the Great Head of the Church, it is 
the duty of all christians, without regard to denominationa] differences, 

to promote its great objects by their prayers, their contributions, and 

their personal efforts, until the grand design of placing a copy of the 
Bible in the hands of every family in the world shall be actually ac- 
complished. 

LV. Resolved, That the Scriptures of the old and New Testaments, 
and particularly the latter, ought, in our opinion, to be introduced into 
all our primary schools as a reading, book, and that we will give our 
hearty co-operation and influence to the efforts which the friends of the 
Bible are now making for the purpose of accomplishing this important 


design. 
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AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


LVI. Resolved, That the American Tract Society is an institution 
of a kindred spirit with the American Bible Society, and entitled to the 
~~ entire confidence and cordial support of all evangelical christians. 

LVII, Resolved, That the success which has crowned its labors in 
foreign lands, calls loudly for gratitude to God; that the wide field of 
usefulness to which Providence has thus given it access, admonishes all 
christians that the Great Head of the Church designs to employ it as an 
important instrument in the conversion of the world; and that it ought 
to be sustained, not only in its present efforts, but in the enlarged opera- 
tions, in which it contemplates to engage, 

LVIII. Resolved, That the operations of the Society in pagan lands, 
seem indispensably necessary to the highest success of Missions and 
Bible societies. 

LIX. Resolved, That the Volume enterprize of the American Tract 
Society is admirably calculated to promote the cause of religion; that it 
should be encouraged by all christians; and that these volumes be hereby 
recommended to our congregations as decidedly evangelical, and most 
happily adapted to promote vital godliness. 

. LX. Resolved, That we recommend to all our ministers and chuvehtis 


to form associations, and appoint 7'’ract Visitors on the plan of the New 
York City Tract society. 


LICENSE LAW OF MARYLAND. 


LXL Resolved, That the present license law for the sale of ardent 
spirits in the state of Maryland, is found by experience to operate in a 
very oppressive manner; that it is highly immoral in its tendency, and 
subversive of the great design for which laws and government are in- 
stituted among men; and that the best interests of religion, morality and — 
humanity, imperiously demand a — and radical change in this 
law. 

LXII. Resolved, That we recommend to our congregations to unite 


with the friends of Temperance throughout the State, in their efforts to 
abolish this system. 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The constitution of the Synodical Education Society was called up 
for consideration, and the several articles were subjected to revision. 
After they had been discussed, and had received the final action of 
Synod, it was, on motion, 

LXIII. Resolved, That the Constitution of the Education Society, in 
its present amended form, be adopted, and appended to the minutes. 
(See Appendix, C. 2.) 

- The President requested and obtained leave of absence, and Rev. J. 
P, Cine, was appointed President, pro tempore. 
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Synod continued the transaction of the business connected with the 
Education Society. Rev. 8S. W. Harkey, secretary of the society, 
presented his resignation of that office, which was accepted, and on 
motion, it was 

LXIV. Resolved, That the President ahd Treasurer of the former 
year be re-appointed, and that Rev. C. Martin, be appointed Secretary, 
(Rey. J. P. Crine President, and Rev. M. Wacuter, Treasurer.) 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

LXV. Resolved, That the Beneficiaries supported by the Education 


Society, under its former constitution, be hereby placed under the pa- 
tronage of the parent society, and that all the funds of the Synodical 


society, agreeably to the provisions of Article III. of the revised consti- 
tution, be paid into the treasury of the Parent Society. 

LXVI. Resolved, That a public meeting of the Education Society 
be held this evening in the church, and that the officers of the society, 
be hereby instructed to make all suitable arrangements for conducting 
said public meeting. 

Mr. Jacos Simons, of Cumberland, was introduced by Rev. J. Kener, 
and stated that it was his desire to dedicate himself to the ministry of 
reconciliation, expressed the wish that he might be enabled to devote 
his services to the Lutheran church, of which he is a member, and ap- 
plied to Synod for instruction and aid. After a more detailed statement 
of his case, Synod 

LXVII. Resolved, That the laudable design of Mr. J. Simons, to 
devote himself to the office of a preacher of the gospel, claims all the 
encouragement and assistance which this Synod can grant; that a com- 
mittee be appointed to advise a suitable course of study, to be pursued 
by Mr. Simons, during his residence in Cumberland; and that at present 


— 


: $100 be appropriated to his support. 

ri ‘The Committee appointed agreeably to the resolution, consists of 
| Rev. Messrs, Kester, Winter and STARTZMAN. 
i The sums annexed to the following names respectively, were imme- 
rt | diately subscribed, in view of the foregoing resolution: 

J.N.Hoffmam, - ~- . 

h R. Weiser, - - 

& C, Martin, - - 
“ J. Kehler, - - 

| Mr. I. Baugher, - - 


LXVIII. Resolved, That the 
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paid, constitute a fund, to be placed in the hands of Rev. J. Kenver, 
and to be by him appropriated to the use of Mr. Simons. 

Adjourned till 1 o’clock P. M. Prayer by Rev. J. N. Horrman. 

At ten o’clock, A. M. the services preparatory to the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper commenced, and were conducted in the German 
language. Mr. Borcuere delivered a discourse on the text Matth. 22. 

1—14. 
SEVENTH SESSION.—Saturday Afternoon, 1 o'clock. 


Opened with prayer by Rev. C. Martin; Rev. J. P Cine, President 
pro tempore, occupied the chair. On motion, Synod 

LXIX. Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be tendered to the 
citizens of Waynesborough and its vicinity, for the kind reception and 
hospitable entertainment given us, and the interest they have manifested 
in our ministerial labors; and that the President be requested to express 
this sentiment publicly to-morrow evening, at the close of the exercises. 

The President having adverted to the loss of the Protocol of Synod, 
which occurred within the last two years, and to the inconveniences 
arising from the inability of Synod to make immediate referencés to its 
proceedings of any former year, it was, on motion, 

LXX. Resolved, That Rev. E. be appointed to take suitable 
measures to recover the Protocol of Synod, and that if the search be 
unsuccessful, he collect and cause to be bound in one volume the 
printed minutes of Synod, from its origin to the present meeting. 

The President, Dr. Kurtz, having resumed the chair, and announced 
that no further business remained to be transacted by Synod, closed the 
sessions. The brethren united in singing a hymn, after which prayer 
was offered on bended knees to the throne of Grace by the President. 

At 2 o’cloek, P. M., the services preparatory to the administration of 
the Lord’s Supper commenced, and were conducted in the English 
language. Rev. R. Weiser delivered a discourse on Luke 8: 4—15. 

In the eveningy the public meeting of the Education Society was 
held, agreeably to Resolution LX VI. The proceedings will be found 
below. (Appendix C. 1.) 


EXERCISES ON THE LORD’S DAY. 


At 8 o’clock, A. M., a prayer-meeting was held in the church, con- 
ducted by the ministers in attendance; several laymen also, on invita- 
tion, publicly addressed the Throne of Grace. At 10 o’clock, A. M., 
the public worship was commenced, and conducted in the English 
language. Rev. Mr. Winter delivered a discourse on the text, Luke 
8: 18. The pastor of the congregation, Rev. J. P. Cuing, in addition 
to a very large number recently admitted, received one individual by 
the rite of confirmation, as a member of the church. The Lord’s Sup- 
per was administered to the congregation as well as to the clerical and 
lay-members of Synod. A sacrament so solemn as that of the com- 

memoration of the death of our Redeemer, with which the purest and 
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most elevated sentiments of which man is capable, are associated, and 
which, on the present occasion was administered-to so large a number 
' of believers, naturally produced a deep impression ; and the brethren 
felt persuaded that the solemnity which prevailed would accompany 
many to the retirement of the closet. At the same.hour, Mr. Bor- 
cHERs delivered a discourse in the German language, on the text, Mat- 
thew 6; 24—34, in the Methodist Episcopal Church, the use of which had 
been kindly granted to Synod for the whole day. 

At 2 o’clock, P. M., public worship. was held in the Lutheran 
Church, in the German language, when Rev. M. Wacnrer delivered 
a discourse, on the text, Matthew 7: 14; the Lord’s Supper was admin- 
istered to a considerable number of communicants, of whom a large 
proportion consisted of German emigtants. The devout frame of mind 
in which they and their Christian friends appeared to receive the holy 
ordinance, gave reason to hope that, in this renewed profession of 
faith in a crucified Redeemer, their hearts were deeply interested. At 
the same hour, Rev. J. Kenier delivered a discourse in the English 
language, on the text, John 3: 7, in the Methodist Church, and at the 
close the brethren who were present held a public prayer-meeting. 

In the evening, Rev. C. Martin delivered a discourse in the Luther- 
an Church, on the text, Isaiah 55: 3, in the presence of a very large 
assembly. Rev. S. Harkey delivered an address, and several brethren 
offered up prayer. The exercises were conducted in the English lan- 
guage; and at the close when many Christian friends were about to 
part from each other, the brethren felt encouraged to believe, by many 
indications of the deep impressions which the truth appeared to have 
made, that their ministerial labors in the congregation, to which they 
now bade an affectionate farewell, grateful for the kindness and hospi- 

tality which they had enjoyed, had been blessed by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 


CHARLES F. SCHZEFFER, Secretary. 
Waynesborough, Franklin Co., Pa., Oct. 21, 1839. * 
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APPENDIX (A.) 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 


TO THE 


EVANGELIC LUTHERAN SYNOD MARYLAND. 


BELoveD Rasransn : 


We congratulate you on being permitted by the good Providence of 
God, to convene for the purpose of holding the twentieth annual ses- 
sion ‘of our Synod. 

The past Synodical year has not been distinguished by any remarka- 

ble event, and hence we have nothing of more than ordinary interest to 
communicate, 
As a Synod, we have abundant cause for gratitude to the Author of 
all good. Though in common with others, we have been exposed to 
‘numerous dangers and diseases, which have proved fatal to many 
around us; our life and health have been mercifully preserved, and our 
number still remains the same, undiminished by a single death. 

The most kindly feeling prevails, reciprocally, among all our minis- 
ters, and with but little if any exception, love and harmony pervade 
our churches—the members living in peace and concord among them- 
selves, as well as in relation to sister churches, and cherishing due re- 
gard and affection for their respective Pastors. 

All the various religious and benevolent institutions, distinctive of 
the present enterprizing age, have had their faithful advocates among 
us, and if not sustained to the full extent that could be wished, have 
nevertheiess met with a degree of encouragement that is highly grati- 
fying to the Christian, and truly characteristic of that religion whose 
cardinal feature is Love. 

Some.of our churches have been blessed with “seasons'of refresh- 
ing from the. presence of the Lord;” and as usual, sinners have been 
converted and added to the church, and believers have been revived 
and established in their faith. In all our churches the Gospel has been 
preached in its purity and with fidelity, and numerous accessions have 
been made to our Zion from “the world that lieth in wickedness.” 

It is accordingly manifest, that our adorable Lord, Jesus-Jehovah, 
the Great Head of the church, who has purchased it with his own pre- _ 
cious blood, is still in the midst of us, and that his smiles continue to 
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illumine our path! And does not this present an impressive appeal to 
us, both individually and collectively, for the exercise of the most 
grateful feelings of our hearts? and the more so, as we cannot but be 
deeply sensible how ufiworthy we are, and how utterly inefficient 
all our labors had been without the attending blessing of the Master ? 

At our last meeting at Cumberland, the Rev. Mr. Rizer, of the Sy- 
nod of the West, who had at that time accepted a call from Somerset, 
Pa., applied for admission into this body. Prompted to this applica- 
tion by the fact, that, in consequence of his relative location, his con- 
nexion with us would be a great convenience as well as a matter of 
economy to himself, while, at the same time it would fall in with the 
views of his churches, we readily admitted him, with the understand- 
ing that his certificate of dismissal from the respected Synod from 
which he was about to retire should be forthcoming, and that our breth- 
ren of West Pennsylvania, within whose Synodical bounds he in- 
tended to locate himself, should yield their assent. If these conditions 
have been complied with, this Synod will of course, continue to regard 
that esteemed brother as a member. 

‘Last spring we were urged to appoint the Rev. Mr. Weiser as Mis- 
sionary to the West. After consulting as many members of the Synod 
as we had opportunity to see, all who approved of the measure ; and 
actuated also by the consideration that our Synod, which had hereto- 
fore done but little in a missionary point of view for that distant region, 
now had an opportunity to afford some evidence of its friendly feeling, 
and that the brother’s labors would make but a trifling demand on the 


funds in the Synodical treasury, we could not hesitate to authorize him 


to travel as missionary for three months, and hope the act will now re- 
ceive the sanction of the Synod. Our Missionary is prepared to deli- 
ver a report of his operations, and we have no doubt it will be found 
both interesting and satisfactory. 

The pastoral district at Boonsboro’, in Washington county, has be- 
come vacant by the removal of its late Pastor, the Rev. SoLomon Os- 
WALD, first to Fredericktown, and subsequently to York, Pa. We have 
given him a letter of honorable dismissal. We respectfully recom- 
mend to the Synod to take measures to supply without “sore that in- 
teresting station. 

The Rev. F. SPRINGER, late a member of this Synod, hes left Clear- 
spring and located in Springfied, Sangamon county, Illinois. He also 
has received a certificate of honorable dismissal. 

The Rev. H. W. Smita was invited to become adjunct to our re- 
spected brother, the Rev. Doctor Bacuman, in Charleston, 8. C., which 


' invitation, after receiving a letter of dismissal, he accepted. We are 


happy in having it in our power to add, that he is now laboring in that 
city with usefulness to the cause of Christ and decided acceptableness 
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} It affords us pleasure to state, that the pastoral districts dt Greencas- - 
} tle, Pa., and Williamsport, Md., have been supplied with faithful and a 
zealous pastors since our last meeting; the former is in the charge of d 
7 the Rev. J. Martin, and the latter of Rev. C. Starrzman. Having 
) removed from the bounds of a sister Synod, Mr. Martin will apply 
for, and of course, receive the right of membership in our body. Mr. 
STaARTZMAN was duly installed by the"Rev. Messrs. Winter, 
and Scuarrer. 
, We have been informed that one of the former students of Pennsy]l- 
; vania College, who received pecuniary aid from this Synod, under the 
. impression that he intended to devote himself to the ministry, has since 
attached himself to the legal profession, and is now able to refund the 
| money advanced for his education. We therefore suggest to the con- 
sideration of Synod, the propriety of pursuing suitable measures to col- 
lect said money with the legal interest due on the same. 
, It is a cause of no small gratification to us to announce the interesting 
| fact, that the long contemplated Book -Establishment of the Ev. Luthe- 
ran Church is expected soon to commence active operations in the 
! city of Baltimore. As this enterprize is, in our view, destined to occu- 
! py an important rank among the institutions of the church, and exert a 
| highly favorable influence in a religious as well as literary and bene- 
| volent point of view, it may be proper for this Synod to take some action 
on the subject. It should be borne in mind that the profits arising from 
it are required by the constitution to be appropriated to the cause of be- 
nevolence in our own Zion, and that it is, therefore, particularly enti- 
tled to the attention and fostering care of this as well as other ecclesi- 
astical bodies of our connexion. 
_ Asit is the design of the Book-Company to publish a neat éditice of 
: certificates of ordination for the accommodation of the church general- 
ly, the duty of furnishing a small number for the special use of this 
Synod, which was assigned to us, has been omitted. If the Synod will 
kindly overlook this delay, it is confidently believed that there will be 
no occasion to ask for a similar exercise of leniency in future. 

The Lutheran Observer continues to enjoy the favor of the church 
generally, and its circulation has accordingly increased, until it has at 
length become a profitable establishment. It now yields a handsome 
income, and the collection of something like two-thirds of the outstand- 
ing debts will be sufficient to remunerate the editor for the heavy losses 

incurred by its repeated enlargements, and in placing it upon its pre- 
sent firm and prosperous foundation. This very important establish- 
| ment has been virtually transferred to the Book-Compazy, and will be 
) its lawful property so soon as it shall enter on active business. Node- 
: mand was made on the Book-Company for this transfer, though it is be- 
, lieved that it is now worth thousands of dollars, independently of the 
great advantages that it must necessarily be the means of conferring 
upon the Company. 
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We beg leave to suggest fo the consideration of Synod the propriety \ 
of changing the time of meeting from Thursday to Saturday. The 
plan of commencing our operations on Thursday has been fairly tried, 
and we think the result has proved its inutility. | 

~ | We would respectfully call up to your remembrance the fact, that it 
will be necessary to elect two members of the Board of Directors of 
the Gettysburg Seminary in the place cf Dr. Wm. M. Kemp, who has 
resigned, and of the Rev. Mr. Wacuter, whose term of service expires 
atthis session. By a Resolution of last Synod it was made the duty 
of our Directors to present an annual report of the state of the Semina- 
ry. The items on which they are required particularly to report, are 
specified on page 7 of the last printed proceedings, and preclude the 
necessity of our noticing that subject. We cannot however, refrain 
from expressing the deep interest with which we regard that very use- 
ful institution, and from recommending it to your continued fostering 
care. The support of the beneficiaries demands prompt and efficient 
attention, and if any plan can be devised for raising funds for this pur- 
pose, which is likely to prove more successful than that heretofore pur- 
sued, it will strongly commend itself as a proper subject for investiga- 
tion. 

A copy of the minutes of the last General Synod will be laid before 
you, from which you will learn, that among other important transac- 

tions, an association was formed with a view to the support of disabled 
ministers, and of ministers’ widows and orphans. Whether this asso- 
ciation calls for any special action on your part remains for you to 
decide. 

We need not remind you cf the distressing want of faithful ministers. 
in our Zion, and of its consequent suffering condition on that account. 
It is known to you that we might find labor and support for at least 

’  Qne Hundred additional Clergymen if they were of the right spirit, 
and that our members are compelled, in hundreds of instances, to leave 
the church of their fathers and of their choice, and seek religious ordi- 
nances elsewhere ; and, it is to be feared, that in the absence of op- 
portunity to avail themselves of this advantage, or controlled by their 
own strong predilections for that sound form of doctrine and worship 
in which they were reared, they too often prefer their isolated condi- 
tion, and gradually lapse into supineness and even infidelity. Under 
such circumstances it becomes our solemn duty to exert our utmost to 
multiply the number of those who are willing to “spend and be spent” in 
the work of the Lord. Tothis end we would barely intimate to you, - 

_whether, in addition to our searching out and encouraging pious and 
talented young men to devote themselves to the study of divinity, we 
ought not also to inquire whether there are not many converted and in- 
telligent laymen, somewhat advanced in life, who, with a more limited 
private prepatation, might soon qualify themselves for extensive useful- 
ness in the Gospel Ministry? ‘You need not be told that some of the 
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most eminently successful Preachers of the Gospel, in various.deno- 
minations, have been men of this description; and doubtless, there 
are many devout and devoted laymen of sound judgment and good na- 
tive talent among us, who, if suitably spoken to and encouraged, would 
be found willing to leave all for the sake of Him who gave himself for 
them, and to consecrate themselves _to the ministry of reconciliation. 
Whether any special action is required on this subject, we or 
submit to your judgment. 

The cause of Sunday Schools and Tracts, of Temperance and i 
sions—as well foreign as domestic—the observance of the Lord’s Day 
and Prayer Meetings are legitimate subjects of Synodical considera- 
tion, and entitled as much as ever to your anxious solicitude. 

We regret to remark, that though the past year has not gone by 
without affording gratifying evidence of the presence of the Lord in 
some of our churches, yet awakenings and revivals do not appear to 
have been so frequent nor general as during some former years. This. 
it is to be feared, is owing to a want of faithfulness on our part. For 
the liberal Giver of all good and perfect gifts is ever willing to impart 
blessings, when he beholds in us a fitness and preparation of heart for 
their reception. Would it not be proper to inquire into the cause, to 
humble ourselves before God because of our barrenness, and to invoke 
with renewed repentance and faith the outpouring of his converting 
and sanctifying spirit? Protracted Meetings or Special Conferences 
seem in a measure to have grown into disuse, though it is well known 
that God in his mercy has signally sanctioned them by the conviction 
and conversion of many sinners. In view of these reflections we 
would respectfully suggest, whether the peculiar state of our Church 
does not appeal to us for the appointment of a day of special humilia- 
tion,and prayer, and also for the more frequent and faithful holding of 

Finally, it becomes our duty to invite your attention to a plan now 
in progress, for obtaining a supply of faithful Ministers from Germany 
for the special benefit of the numerous emigrants arriving on our 
shores, from time to time, from that country. Ata recent meeting of 
a number of highly respectable Ministers of our Church, held in Phila- 
delphia, measures were adopted to carry it into operation. Our breth- 
ren in Germany also, take a lively interest in this enterprize, and have 
evinced a willingness to co-operate in making it effective. The whole 
project will be more fully explained to you at a future stage of our 
proceedings. For the present we will only add, that as you will doubt- 
_ less all approve of this laudable undertaking, which promises so much 
for the prosperity of our Zion, since we have every reason to believe 
that the Ministers thus obtained Will all be “faithful and true,” and 
therefore entitled to our entire confidence, we wouldp ropose that two 
members of this Synod be appointed, who, in conjunction with two 
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from the Synods of Pennsylvania and New York, shall constitute a 

Central Committee of Correspondence with Germany, to carry out the 

plan contemplated. 

ili, In conclusion, we commend our Zion and all its interests to the gra- 
cious providence of our God ; we supplicate the enlightening and direct- 
ing influences of his Holy Spirit in reference to our approaching deli- 
berations ; we pray that feelings of mutual kindness and affection may 
pervade every bosom; that love, that bright and glorious trait in the 
character of our divine Master, may mark all our proceedings, and that 

. all the pious objects, for which we have assembled, may be abundantly 
accomplished to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the salvation 
of many immortal souls. - 


ore BENJAMIN KURTZ, 
President of the Synod. 
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DIRECTORS. 


OF THE 


SEMINARY GETTYSBURG, 


FROM THE 


MARYLAND SYNOD. 


Elected. 
Rev. J. P. Cirne, 1836, 
R. Weiser, 1838, 


“ W. Harkey, 1838, 


“ J.G. Morris, 1839, 


Col. L. Kemp, 1837, 
Mr. Isaac Baucuer, 1839, 
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Time. 
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EDUCATION SOCIETY 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF MARYLAND. 


(1.) PROCEEDINGS. 


Friday, 11 o'clock, A. M., Oct. 18. 

The Society met, immediately after the adjournment of Synod, and 
after prayer by Rev. E. Kexwer, the minutes of the last meeting (Oct. 
1838) were read. 

The Executive Committee of the past year presented their annual 
report, which was read, and after discussion, adopted. 

On motion, by Rev. E. Keiier, the Society 

Resolved, That the Constitution adopted at the last meeting, held 
in Cumberland, Oct., 1838, be read and revised, article by article. 

After the reading of the Constitution was finished, and some pro- 
gress had been made in amending it, the President announced that the 
hour allotted for the purpose had expired. - It was then, on motion, 

Resolved, That the unfinished business of this Society be referred 
‘for final action to Synod, and that said body be requested to take up 
the subjects which still claim consideration, to-morrow, during the 
morning cession. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. R. Weiser. 


Saturday Evening, Oct. 19, 1839. 


The Society, after having received a revised Constitution from the 
Synod, to which it had been referred, (see Resolution LXIII. of the 
Synodical proceedings,) was called to order by the President, in the 
_ presence of a very large audience, and the “meeting was opened with 
prayer by Rev. C. F. Scuzrrer. 

Professor M. Jacons, of Gettysburg, addressed the Society and audi- 
ence upon the general importance of the education cause, its relation 
to our Church, and the loud calls made on the Church to come up to 
the help of her institutions. 
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Rev. Messrs. Weiser, mae and Martin followed with add 


exhibiting inducements to contribute at present tothe support 


of the Education Society. 

A general collection was taken up, and pledges for the payment of 
money were solicited and received. , 
The collection, and the pledges immediately paid, er to > $67 41 


A gold ring was given, valued at - 50 
Paid 7 Rev. R. Weiser; from his congregations, - - 23 25 
J. Kener, from do 14 35 


C, F. Scuzrrer, from do - . - 2000. 


 Pavt Burt er, annual subscription to Society, 1 00 

T. ATKINSON, do - 100 

Total paid to the Treasurer, - =. $127 61 

‘Balance remaininginthe Treasury, - - - 65 
Amount of pledges remaining unpaid, = - - - 45 00 
Whole amount, - . - te $173 16 


It is proper to observe here, that most of the Brethren had sent the 
money collected in their. congregations for the Education Society, 
wholly, or in part, to the Treasurer, or to the Parent Society, previously 
to the meeting of Synod, so that the above does not exhibit the whole 
amount collected in the bounds of the Synod during the past year. 

The meeting was closed with a prayer, and the benediction, by Rev. 


J. Keer. 
C. MARTIN, Secretary. 
(2.) CONSTITUTION. 


Art. 1. This Society shall be called “The Education Society of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland,” and its object shallbe - 


_ to educate indigent pious men for the Ministry of the Gospel i in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
rt. II. This Society shall be composed of all the members of Sy- 
nod, and such other persons as shall annually pay into its Treasury a 
sum not less than one dollar. The payment of ten dollars, at any one 
time, shall constitute a life member. 
Art. III. This Society shall be auxiliary to the “ Parent Education 
Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,” and shall transfer all 
its funds into its Treasury, reserving the privilesen granted by the 


twelfth article of the Constitution of the Parent Society to its 


auxiliaries, 
Art. IV. This Society shall hold an annual meeting at every annual 


meeting of the Synod ; and at every such meeting there shall be elect- ~ 


ed a President, Secretary and Treasurer. The President shall preside 


at all its meetings, and the Secretary shall prepare its propentnae for. 


insertion in 1 the minutes of Synod. 
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Art. VII. No alteration s 


an annual meeting of the Soc 


the members present, 
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Art. Vi The Treastirée shall make an annual 


d by h 
Art. VI. Qualified candidates shall be a 


ently with a strict adherence to the 


ticle of the Parent Educat 
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